VARIANCE APPLICATION -PRACTICAL DIFFICULTY PO Omce Loe o
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS Tent, Sched. for

TOWN OF GRAY MAINE Amount Paid:

Property Location/Address Property Map/Lot
Zoning District Lot Acreage
Owner Name Owner Phone Number

Number of Dwelling Units

Name (IF different than owner) Email Address
Mailing Address Contact Phone Number
Mailing City/State/Zip Alternate Phone Number

VARIANCE INFORMATION

Per Gray Zoning Ordinance 402.9.2.B.3:
Practical Difficulty Variance: The Board may grant a variance from the dimensional standards of the Zoning
Ordinance when strict application of the ordinance to the petitioner and the petitioner's property would cause a
practical difficulty and when the following conditions exist:
a. The need for a variance is due to the unique circumstances of the property and not to the general condition of the
neighborhood,
b. The granting of a variance will not produce an undesirable change in the character of the neighborhood and will
not unreasonably detrimentally affect the use or market value of abutting properties;
c. The practical difficulty is not the result of action taken by the petitioner or a prior owner;
d. No other feasible alternative to a variance is available to the petitioner;
e. The granting of a variance will not unreasonably adversely affect the natural environment; and
f. The property is not located in whole or in part within shoreland areas as described in Title 38, section 435.
As used in this subsection, "dimensional standards" means and is limited to ordinance provisions relating to lot area,
lot coverage, frontage and setback requirements.
As used in this subsection, "practical difficulty" means that the strict application of the ordinance to the property
precludes the ability of the petitioner to pursue a use permitted in the zoning district in which the property is located
and results in significant economic injury to the petitioner.

Describe request (description may be attached seperately- plot plan/site map required to be attached)

Current Requirement Currently Existing Proposed
Front Setback
Rear Setback
Side Setback
Other Setback (describe)
Max. Lot Coverage
Min. Lot Area
Min. Street Frontage

Other (describe)
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CRITERIA- BRIEFLY DECRIBE HOW YOUR REQUEST MEETS EACH OF THE FOLLOWING:

a. The need for a variance is due to the unique circumstances of the property and not to the general condition of the
neighborhood,;

b. The granting of a variance will not produce an undesirable change in the character of the neighborhood and will
not unreasonably detrimentally affect the use or market value of abutting properties;

c. The practical difficulty is not the result of action taken by the petitioner or a prior owner;

d. No other feasible alternative to a variance is available to the petitioner;

e. The granting of a variance will not unreasonably adversely affect the natural environment; and

f. The property is not located in whole or in part within shoreland areas as described in Title 38, section 435.

Per Gray Zoning Ordinance 402.9.2.B.4:
Variance Review Criteria: In hearing variance appeals under this section, the Board of Appeals shall determine that the
applicant has demonstrated that all of the undue hardship or practical difficulty criteria in sub-Sections 2 and 3 above
have been met. Additionally, the Board shall consider the following criteria in its decision to grant any variances or
impose conditions:
a. What effect will be proposed variance have on the prevailing character of the area?
b. Does the proposed variance require special screening or fencing to separate or protect the property of abutting
owners?
c. Will the proposed variance create drainage, erosion or flooding problems?
d. Will the proposed variance increase water pollution?
e. Will the proposed variance generate vehicular traffic, access circulation or parking conditions which create
hazardous situations?
f. Will granting of the variance violate any of the performance standards of this Ordinance apart from the specific
relief authorized by this Section?
g. Will the proposed variance create to any degree nuisances to abutting property owners?
h. Is the variance request the least modification of the Zoning Regulations necessary to afford relief?
i. In granting any variance, the Board may attach such reasonable conditions and safeguards as it may deem
necessary to implement the purposes of this Ordinance.

Applicant Signature Printed Name Date
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